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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- if NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 March 2005 . 
23)M This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim{s) 1-9,12-19 and 24-30 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-9, 12-19 and 24-30 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) Is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfonm PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 ,□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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P£(per No(syMail Dale ft^^i/oST 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1 -04) Office Ac 
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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) a patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identicaily disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which sakJ subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 9, 12, 14 and 24-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as 
being unpatentable over Burgard (US 2002/0023587) in view of Achelpohl et al. (US 
5,816,163). 

With respect to claims 1-3 and 12, Burgard teaches an inking including a 
cleaning system and method of inking and flushing in a printing press having a fluid 
circuit 100 which includes a first operating configuration for supplying ink and a second 
operating configuration for supplying cleaning solution to the printing press. The fluid 
circuit, which has a controller 52, pumps 57, valves 58 and a display 54 (Burgard, 
Fig.5), switches operation between the first and second configurations. Burgard does 
not teach the fluid circuit having a second pump which circulates the cleaning solution. 
Achelpohl et al. teaches an inking and cleaning system having a first pump 11 coupled, 
to a source of ink 21 via a line 27 and vavie 26 and a second pump 13 coupled to a 
source of cleaning solution 14 via a 12 as shown in the Figure. Achelpohl et al. teaches 
also the first operation which pumps ink to the printing press via a check valve 24, line 
27 and pump 1 1 ( Achelpohl et al., col. 3 lines 45-53) and a second operation which 
pumps the cleaning solution from the cleaning solution source 14 to the system via 
pumps 13 and 1 1 (Achelpohl et al., col .4, lines 9-20). In view of the teaching of 
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Achelpohl et al., it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the inking and cleaning system of Burgard by providing the second pump which pumps 
cleaning solution to a printing press as taught by Achelpohl et al. to Improve the 
efficiency of cleaning ink in the fluid circuit of a printing press. With respect to claim 
24, Burgard and Achelpohl et al. teach the steps of supplying Ink from the coating or Ink 
supply 101 to the printing press via the pumps 124, 126, a plurality of valves 102, 107 
and fluid lines 131,132,133, 134, removing ink from the fluid circuit, supplying a first 
solution, flushing and removing the first solution, supplying a second solution and 
flushing and removing the second solution comprising a cleaning solution (Burgard, 
Figs.10 and 11 and the paragraph 0033 and Achelpohl et al., claim 1). 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Burgard in view of Achelpohl et al. as applied to claims 1-6, 9, 12, 14 and 24-30 
above, and further in view of Jones et al. (US 6,558,554). 

Burgard and Achelpohl et al. teach all that is claimed, except the use of a surge 
suppressing filter in the fluid circuit. Jones et al. teaches the conventional use of surge 
suppressing filter 10, 12 and 64 (Jones et al., Fig.1 ) which is connected to a supply 
conduit 14 for supplying fluid to a coating apparatus via a line 66 (Jones et al., Fig.1). In 
view of the teaching of Jones et al., it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the system of Burgard and Achelpohl et al. by providing a surge 
suppressing filter as taught by Jones et al. to improve the efficiency of feeding a fiuld 
from a source to a printing cylinder. 

Claims 8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being unpatentable 
over Burgard in view of Achelpohl et al. as applied to claims 1-6, 9, 12, 14 and 24-30 
above, and further in view of Takekoshi (US 5,181,467). 
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Burgard and Achelpohl et al. teach all that is claimed, except the flow sensor 
used in the fluid circuit. Takekoshi teaches the use of flow sensors 1 6,1 8 for controlling 
the flow rate of a solution which is transferred to the container 26 as shown in Fig.3 of 
Takekoshi. In view of the teaching, of Takekoshi, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Burgard and Achelpohl et al. by 
providing the flow sensor as taught by Takekoshi to improve the efficiency of feeding 
fluid from a source to a printing cylinder. With respect to claim 1 3, the use of a light 
tower for display information is known and involves no apparent unobviouness. For 
examples, see Takekoshi, col. 10 lines 31-34. 

Claims 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Achelpohl et al. (US 5,816,163) in view of Burgard (US 2002/0023587) and Clauditz 
(US 5,330,576). 

With respect to claims 15-17 and 19, Achelpohl et al. teaches an Inking and 
cleaning system having an ink supply pump 1 1 coupled to a source of ink 21 via a line 
27 and valve 26, and a flush pump 13 coupled to a source of cleaning solution 14 via a 
line 12 (i.e., a flush station) as shown in the Figure of Achelpohl et al. Achelpohl et al. 
does not teach the controller coupled to the fluid circuit for switching between the first 
operation and the second operation. Burgard teaches an inking, cleaning system and 
method of inking and flushing a printing press having a fluid circuit 100 including a 
controller 52 for switching operations between the first operation for supplying ink to 
the printing press and second operation for supplying and flushing cleaning solution to 
and from the printing press (Burgard, Fig. 4 and paragraph 0007 and 0009). Clauditz 
teaches a recirculating coating liquid supply system which includes the double 
diaphragm pumps 4, 37 (a) and 37(b) for feeding liquid mixture to the applicator trough 
53 (Clauditz, Fig.1). In view of the teachings of Burgar and Clauditz, it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Achelpohl et al. by 
providing the controller as taught by Burgar for quickly switching between printing, 
cleaning and flushing operation and providing the double diaphragm pump as taught by 
Clauditz for simplicity in design the inking and flushing system. With respect to claim 1 8 
the use of a double diaphragm air driven pump is well known in the art. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9, 12-19 and 24-30 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE IVIONTHS from the 
mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of 
this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing 
date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2169. 
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The examiner can normally be reached daily from 9 AM to 5PM. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Andrew 
Hirshfeld, can be reached on (571) 272-2168. 

The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 872-9306. 
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Anthony Nguyen 

5/27/05 

Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



